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Introduction
The upheaval caused by climatic change is approaching the scale 
of that caused by war. A recent United Nations report shows that 
more people are being displaced in the world today as a result of 
environmental problems than because of armed conflict, and 
many of them are climate refugees. The Asian Development 
Bank released a new report arguing that 30 million people were 
displaced last year by environmental and weather-related 
disasters across Asia.

Hundreds of thousands of people a year are already dying from 
climate impacts such as increased floods and droughts, and 
millions more are being displaced.  Asian countries are being 

affected by the worst climate change. There would be longer dry sessions, higher sea levels and 
millions of people would experience floods every year.  It is predicted that in one century, the sea 
levels in South East Asia would go up to 80 centimetre, causing 33 millions of people to be dealing 
with floods every year. The temperature rise would mostly affect the agricultural sector in the forms 
of water shortage and drought.

UEM Climate Justice Program
In the 2008 General Assembly, UEM decided that climate justice and environmental protection 
became a programmatic priority.  UEM wished to support the church members in addressing global 
warming and climate change through e.g. information sharing, awareness building, project support 
and programmatic exchange. 

Churches Advocating for Climate Justice and 
Environmental Protection in Asia

Longgena Ginting ( UEM Consultant for Climate Justice )
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effects of climates change.  UEM works in two ways: in Germany UEM working to push effective measures to 
tackle the cause of climate change and at the same time, in the South (Asia and Africa), UEM working with its 
members and partners to address the effects of climate change.  UEM also working with different networks 
nationally and globally to support and to promote solutions to the climate problems.  

Since mid 2010 the Climate Program initiated with the aims to: (1) support, assist and empower UEM 
members in the regions in developing, planning, implementing and funding projects on climate justice and 
environmental protection; (2) promote information sharing, advocacy work, networking and awareness 
building on climate justice and environmental protection in UEM among members in the region and with 
members in other regions through the UEM central office; and (3) co-ordinate and apply UEM strategies in 
the regions with regard to climate justice and environmental protection. 

Climate Justice Programme in UEM Asia
In order to empower UEM members to respond to climate and environmental challenges, the Climate and 
Environment program of UEM Asia is undertaking the following activities:
? Facilitating, planning, and implementation of programs and projects in the field of climate protection 

and environment in Asia region
?Producing climate justice material, articles and publication
?Conducting worksops and trainings on climate justice youth, church workers, pastors
?Climate advocacy support with a special focus on Papua and on oil palm plantation issues
?Awareness building in order to protect environment and climate at grasroots level
?Exchange knowledge and experience on climate solutions

Climate and spirituality project was initiated last year in which the program has developed a process of of 
collecting the materials such as songs, liturgy, stories on climate and environmental protection from the 
UEM members.  On the field, the members are taking different initiative in confronting the climate change in 
their areas. The activities are vary from awareness building, implementing local solutions and advocacy.  

The UEM members are also implementing different projects from biogas, solar cell, forest protection and 
reforestation.  Here are highlights of three projects.

Inspiration for renewable energy: Central Java, Indonesia
In Central Java, farmers have more difficulties in predicting the sessions and rainfalls.  The change of the rain 
pattern has created another extra burden for the farmers who are dependent on rainfall.  The GKJTU in 
Central Java realised that the reduction of the GHGs is the way to stop global warming, however the churches 
also must act at the community level by assisting community to fight the impacts of climate change and to 
help them to be resilient to the climate change.

One of the projects of GKJTU is biogas project in Tempursari village.  This project is implementing an 
ecological cow in which a biogas digester is installed.  This biogas produces enough energy for cooking for a 
student dormitory of 29 students.  In this project, not only a renewable energy is provided, but it became a 
learning center for local community and farmers how to implement an organic farming with many benefits.

Let's Recycle Ourselves: Sri Lanka
Like many other countries in Asia, solid waste management is a problem in Sri Lanka, especially in urban 
areas. Colombo is the most affected area facing a severe crisis with respect to the disposal of around 1500 
Tons of solid waste material per day. 

Since then UEM put more attention on climate issues and working with others to raise awareness on the 
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It is a common practice in Sri Lanka to collect solid domestic and industrial waste deposit in the outskirts of 
the cities and towns, in dumping sites. There is no proper garbage discharge, and the sanitary conditions 
are poor. Many drains are full of and blocked with garbage, causing health problems. 

MCSL have come forward to make contributions to respond to the current environmental challenges. “Let 
us Recycle ourselves” project was launched by MCSL last year with the overaching aim to reduce the 
potential negative environmental impacts through mitigation and adaptation measures. The project 
activities are implementing through three key aspects of: Spiritual, Practical and Outreach.

“Let us Recycle ourselves” is helping churches to make the link between environmental issues and faith, 
and respond in practical action in the church, in the lives of individuals, and in the local community through 
pollution prevention and conservation of natural resources---through reduce, reuse and recycle.

A light for every hut: Papua
The general objective of this project is to bring light to the 
darkness of the night in Papua.  About 60% of the 
inhabitants in Papua do not have access to electricity. After 
nightfall the people rely on the shine of open fire or oil and 
petrol lanterns. Fuel is very expensive due to difficult 
transportation to the remote areas. Thus many are left in 
darkness after nightfall.  By providing lighting to pastors, 
medical aids, teachers, women etc. GKI-TP intends to 
strengthen the community live in remote areas. After 
nightfall lighting shall enable them to extended their 
activities.

The project is intended to assemble 2.000 solar lanterns of 
model SOLUX-LED-100 in three years. These solar lanterns 

will be assambled in GKI-TP solar workshop and distribute them to rural areas of Tanah Papua. The 
workshop is equipped and experienced to assemble and service this type of solar lantern. GKI-TP's 
workshop has the capacity to assemble at least 100 pieces of SOLUX-LED-100 solar lanterns per month.  
The revenue or income from that distribution will be used to buy new sets of parts of solar lanterns in the 
next year. From the income the project eventually we will be able to assemble 2000 solar lanterns by initial 
costs for only 500 sets of parts of solar lanterns. 

Students study the biogas project The biogas
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Earth Heats Up Peasants Grin 
By: David Rajagukguk
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Conference of UEM Co-workers and Scholarship-holders in Asia region 
By Rev. Rodion Tampubolon.



Special Report

Edition
2012

[ 07 ]
Mission Spark Electronic

Special Report

Start of the International Diaconic Internship Program

July

Maxie Kordes



Special Report

Edition
2012

[ 08 ]
Mission Spark Electronic

Special Report
July

COLOMBO STATEMENT
Conference of UEM Co-workers and Scholarship-holders in Asia region on the theme 
“Living with People of  other Faiths”
 
“In a world of many bitter divisions to which, sadly, religious differences often contribute, there is an urgent call to all 
people of faith to seek understanding and cooperation” – Rev. Dr. A. W. Jebanesan (President of MCSL)

We, the participants of the conference of co-workers and scholarship holders in the Asian region held in Colombo, Sri-
Lanka on 8-13 of June 2012,graciously hosted by the Methodist Church of Sri-Lanka (MCSL), have learned the value of 
cooperation amongst leaders of  different faiths in this country particularly in some conflict affected areas. We commend 
all the efforts being exerted by these religious leaders in this war-torn part of Asia especially in their desire to come to the 
table to dialogue.  We observe that these efforts resulted in mutual respect and understanding not only among these 
leaders but most of all in the different communities where people of other faiths learn to co-exist and support each other 
especially in times of crisis. 

We the participants are blessed with the knowledge and insights gained from the different Bible Studies. The new 
dimensions of looking at the biblical truths led to an insightful reflection on how we should relate to and work with people 
of other faiths.  Moreover, looking at the bible from different perspectives and through the eyes of people of other faiths, 
helps to enlighten and deepen our faith. Hence, it is imperative for UEM members to use different lenses available in their 
own traditions and the traditions of different faiths in discerning the truths that can liberate and reconcile peoples.

We the participants laud and affirm the work and programs of the Methodist Church of Sri Lanka in pursuing peace and 
understanding amongst religious groups. We acknowledge their efforts in putting up programs and projects that 
encourage leaders and members of their church and other faiths to move beyond conflicts towards reconciliation in many 
different areas. We also appreciate their ministries to nurture children and empower women especially the orphans and 
the widows. High priority should continue be given to women and children. We note the urgency of the HIV and AIDS 
problem which must be addressed accordingly. 

We the participants remain concerned about the post-war situation in Sri-Lanka, especially the abject poverty and lack of 
infrastructure in many areas. T

conflicts in the 
small villages and continuous neglect of people's basic needs. 

We the participants affirm the efforts to increase mutual respect and tolerance among the people of different faiths in this 
country. Therefore we recommend that UEM members 

During the conference there are many new and positive experiences gained by the participants, whether from the 
resource persons, interaction with fellow participants and also from hearing and seeing through inter-religious life in 
Sri Lankan society. It is important that interest in inter-religious cooperation is that the leaders of Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam and Christianity together to work hard to restore the lives of the people of Sri Lanka after the war 
ended in 2009 and the Tsunami in 2004. Mostly war victims are women and children. The task of post war trauma 
experienced by children and women is also being conducted by the Methodist Church of Sri Lanka. Working together 
to heal the trauma of war is not only at the level of the dialogue of the religious leaders, but also in the life of each 
people. 

ension in this country still persists. This situation is not  caused by plurality of religions and 
beliefs, but by some  aggressive, intolerant and manipulative groups who tend to legitimize the use of violence.  This 
political instigation resulted to the incessant political domination of the few over the many, unresolved 

continue to encourage interfaith encounters and cooperation on 
all levels and spearhead platforms to facilitate such efforts. Faith communities together can more effectively address their 
issues in their respective communities. 
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF BNKP 2012
By: Rev. Eirene Gulo
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THE ACTIVITIES OF JUGEN ARBEIT VEM IN HIMMELSFELS, GERMANY
Oinike Natalia Harefa (South-North Volunteer 2012)
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UEM Asia Department will facilitate HKI and his partner, Hamm in Germany, to conduct Youth for Children Program 2012. 
This program will be held on August 16th -27th, 2012 in Siantar and Medan, North Sumatera, Indonesia. it will be 
attended by 16 youth. They are 8 youth from HKI and 8 youth from Hamm. The aim of this program is to involve the youth 
of HKI and Hamm in the renovation of kinder school building of HKI, to study the Bible from Indonesian & German youth 
perpectives and to develop creative approaches to revive the Partnership between HKI & Hamm, especially in the area of 
children's work. This program will be focused on three-fold: cultural exchange, climate justice, and learn and work with 
Children on climate justice. 

Youth For Children Program Between HKI and Hamm

UEM Asia Regional Office will conduct Gender Studies Program on July 23rd – August 12th, 2012, at Brokenshire 
Resource Center, Davao, Philippine. This program will be attended by 30 participants from UEM member churches in 
Asia Region. The aim of this program is to train women and men gain deeper awareness  and understanding of gender 
issues and foster their commitment to the building of a genuine community of women and men who shall be capable of 
helping bridge the gaps and heal the wounds brought about by the continuing subordination and marginalization of 
women.

Each UEM member church is ask to send two their respectevie participants. The recommended participants are one 
female and one male, preferably those who:
- have an appreciation of the issues and concerns surrounding women and men in the church and would like to do 

something about them;
- had undergone some preparatory seminars/workshops on gender locally
- are committed to a process of mainstreaming gender in the total life and work of their respective churches; and
- willing to conceptualizing a process that is appropriate to their respective churches, design strategies, and work 

towards their implementation.

UEM Asia Reginal Office will thank you very much for the participation of UEM member churches in Asia Region which 
have sent their suitable participants to attend this program. 

Gender Studies 2012 in Davao, Philippine
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Mission Spark Electronic aims to provide all UEM member churches, allied insitutions and organization with latest 
information on certain themes, programs, projects and activities pursued in the Asia Region. Therefore, to enrich the 
news of our Mission Spark Electronic, we kindly invite you, all UEM member churches, allied insitutions and 
organization, to send us news/articles on certain themes, programs, projects and activities pursued in the Asia 
Region to be published. Because Mission Spark Electronic is published in the second week every month, so we 
really hope that your writings can be sent to us at least in the third week before the publishment in the next month. For 
your good cooperation, we thank you very much. 

May our Lord be glorified by this ministry.

July


