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One of the things that marks the independence of Indonesia nation is with the proclamation of independence 
of Indonesia to the world on August 17, 1945 which was read by Ir. Soekarno (Indonesia's first president), 
who was accompanied by Drs. Mohammad Hatta (the first Vice President) at Jalan Pegangsaan Timur 56, 
Central Jakarta.

August is synonymous with a variety of activities including Flag Ceremony August 17, the reverberate of the 
anthem Indonesia Raya, the moments of the Proclamation, the surge Merdeka greetings, marching 
nationalism, devotional on the services of the heroes, heroes buried sow flowers, whipping up the spirit of 
unity, climbing nut tree, eating crackers contest, musical entertainment, sports competitions, as well as a 
variety of activities fill the day of independence.

Indonesian people uphold high the meaning of the word independence which is what we should 
commemorate each year because it is a form of gratitude for all that we enjoy today. We need to remember 
and reflect on the day when the brave fighters risked their lives to defend the Republic of Indonesia to be free 
of any colonialism. How brave they were, with the spirit the whole soul of his body was just for the 
independence of Indonesia's people.

The Meaning of an Independence for Indonesian
Melva Barus
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Today as the nation's next generation, we can not only enjoy this independence, but we also need to be 
able to fill this independence with what has been obtained in the sense of being a tough, hard working, 
sincere, honest, intelligent, useful for the family, the environment and become expectations of the 
nation's youngsters.

But not all that desired by the state of Indonesia can be realized, because a lot of the hands of the evil 
traitor apart from the various disasters that hit this country. Maybe if natural disasters we could 
understand because it's all the factors of nature itself, but if it's an environmental disaster due to the 
impact of humans who can not stick in harmony with the environment that we must keep and preserve.

In addition, these people feel vulnerable because the result of a major sin which called corruption and it 
has become a culture. Plus the youth hope of the nation that destroys the hope itself because the 
expectation would incite with any action incompatible with the norms and morals. The bombs that 
exploded which conducted by the committed the nation who have absolutely no ideas on what they 
actually do that just follow orders that completely irresponsible to destroy the characteristics of the 
Indonesian nation in the eyes of the world.

Although the independence of Indonesia marred by a number of things that are not commendable, but 
we do not get lost the meaning of independence itself as the meaning of independence is the beginning of 
the realization of a dream to build the Unity Republic of Indonesia for the welfare of the people. Maintain 
the security of all citizens in the protection of almighty God and a just and sturdy legal system. It is even 
more important is the commitment and courage in the way of development that will have broad impact 
and positive for Indonesian nation. 
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Have already our Nationalism being diminished?
By: Rianton Marbun
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By: dr. Basaria Lumbangaol,MKes (HIV-AIDS Consultant for Asia)

Free Medical Treatment and HIV-AIDS Counseling 
In the framework of Jubilees 100 years of HKBP Sudirman Medan
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t is an idiosyncrasies if we can talk and share about the conditions of the works 
in the partnership matters in every region in UEM such in Africa region, Europe Iand Asia. That privilege we felt at the time of the partnership staff meeting 

which was attended by: Uli Baege – Partnership Staff and Project for Africa 
Department, Savera Bishanga – Deputy Executive Secretary for Africa, Frauke 
Buergers – Partnership Staff for German Region, Kristina Neubeuer – Partnership 
Staff and Project for Asia with offices in Germany and Marudur Siahaan – 
Partnership Staff and Project for Asia with offices in Medan. This meeting was held 
on May 3-5, 2012 in Inna  Darma Deli Hotel.

This partnership officer's meeting is scheduled once a year and for this year was held in Medan due to the 
International Partnership Conference was also held in North Sumatra as well so this will save the finances and 
also to have time to discuss the preparation of the conference to be held a week after this meeting took place.
The Topics on the agenda of the meeting were:
1. The concept of UEM partnership tasks which has been decided in 2011.
2. The Partnership Seminars that have been held and that will be held and another partnership activities in each 

regions
3. Partnership Manual. As the Germans region had having a manual, thus also planned in order every region will 

have also having a manual including Africa and Asia. We also will try to translate the German Partnership 
Manual into English in order to be useful for people like me who do not speak German.

4. Preparation of partnership staff for Planning Week in Germany which will soon take place.
5. Preparation of the International Partnership Conference held in Parapat, dated July 7 to 16, 2012.

The partnership Staff Meeting was held very good, cheerful and full of earnestness. Strong desire came from the 
African region to lift the partnership staff who can work full in the Africa region, as until now the Deputy 
Executive Secretary for Africa still do all the work concurrently, may be soon realized. With regards.

By: Rev. Marudur Siahaan (UEM Partnership Staff and Project for Asia) 

UEM Partnership Staff Meeting 
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The International partnership Conference is progressing very well, energetic and full of joy. All participants were 
very active in all discussions and the schedule existed. This conference represents the three UEM Regions, such: 
Asia, Africa and Europe (Germany), each of which should be sent 8 delegates plus some of UEM staff either from 
Africa, Asia and Germany, but due to medical reasons the delegation from Germany can only send 7 people. 
However this did not reduce vision and content of the conference which should be conducted once in 4 years.

With the hope that the three continents will truly live in an intact partnership, active and totally touchable then the 
International Partnership Conference was preceded by Hosting Family program and visits the churches where the 
31 participants, included UEM staff, participated worship to the churches of UEM members in Medan and 
surrounding areas. Participants were also staying in the homes of church members UEM member churches on 
Saturday, July 7, 2012 and then on Sunday with the family go to church to worship. In accordance with the program, 
to actually live in faith and strong and intact partnership, then the family or church who became the host (Batak: 
Manamuei) were also take a role to pick up the guests who will stay at their respective homes from Polonia airport 
in Medan. This program is going well. We are very grateful to all UEM member churches in Medan which was very 
well welcome to this activity such: HKI, HKBP, GKPI, GKPS, GBKP, GPKB, GKPA, although BNKP was not able to 
participate in the success of these activities because they are busy with the important activities of the General 
Synod which was held on the same time, 3 to 8 July 2012, but we greatly appreciate the prayers of them.

Then all of the participants went together to Parapat on July 8, 2012. The Opening prayer led by Rev. John Wesley 
Kabango (UEM Executive Secretary for the Department of Africa) was held on 9 July 2012 at the Niagara Hotel 
Parapat. At the opening worship there were four representatives of the UEM member churches to give a speech, 
namely: Rev. Patut Sipahutar, MTH (Bishop GKPI) 2. Rev. Dr. Langsung Sitorus, MTH (Bishop HKI) 3. Rev. Dr. Jamilin 
Sirait (Representing the Bishop of HKBP / Head of Koinonia department of HKBP) 4. Rev. Elmanson Saragih, MTH 
(General Secretary of GKPS).

International Partnership Conference 2012
By: Rev. Marudur Siahaan (UEM Partnership and Project Officer for Asia)

On the Way to Strenghten Our Faith”
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From a series of schedules and activities that exist, program exposure was also got special appreciation 
from the participants. Exposure were held in four groups regions, namely: Samosir: Oberhausen 
Kindergarten District samosir, HKBP Pangururan which was burned in October 2011, the traditional 
weavers in Lumbansuhi, Batak Museum in Simanindo, Balige: tomb of Nommensen, HKBP Bibelvrouw 
School, CUM HKBP District Toba Hasundutan, HKBP Hospital in Balige, Deaconess School HKBP, 
Humbang-Humbang Habinsaran: CUM HKBP Humbang District Habinsaran in Siborongborong, Coffee 
Plantation in Humbang, Pig Husbandry specific BPM HKBP Humbang District, the District Livestock 
Pigs Humbang HKBP church (which was distributed by the BPM is a pair of pigs to each congregation / 
Huria), water projects and BPM HKBP Humbang and Pematang Siantar: Pondok Kasih HIV-Aids, PKR 
GKPS, Mamre GKPI, Sarfat HKI, STT HKBP, Bibelvrouw Village HKBP Ebeneser. Exposure is intended 
that participants actually see and touch directly to the project and the partnership program in 
Indonesia, particularly in four areas mentioned above. That goal seemed to be achieved when seen 
from the comments of all participants.

The whole activity is going well until the decision making to give some recommendation in advance 
and develop partnerships within the scope of UEM in particular and the world globally. Statements and 
recommendations are what we call "Parapat Statement" which will be brought to the UEM General 
Assembly to be held in October 2012 in Berastagi, Indonesia.

After all the schedules and the program reached out then the closing worship was held on July 15, 2012, 
along with Holy Communion. Finally, the International Partnership Conference with the theme: "On the 
Way to Strengthen Our Faith" with great joy was closed in the name of God Father, His Son Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Spirit. God bless and regards the Partnership.

Report of Joint6 Program
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Brokenshire Resource and Convention Center (BRCC) at Davao city, Philippine became the next venue for Gender 
Study Program 2012. The program has just conducted on July 23 – August 12, 2012. The previous Gender Studies 
program were conducted in Manila (2010) and Jogjakarta, Indonesia (2011). In this year, this program was attended by 
22 participants from UEM member churches in Asia region, Indonesia, Philippines and Srilanka. The theme is “Toward 
the Community women and Men.” The aims of this program are to train women and men gain deeper awareness & 
understanding of gender issues and foster their commitment to the building of a genuine community of women and 
men who shall be capable of helping bridge the gaps and heal the wounds bought about by the continuing 
subordination and marginalization of women.

The Opening Ceremony which was held on July 24th was led by Mrs. Melva Barus (UEM Officer for Joint Program for 
Asia) and the sermon was delivered by Bishop Modesto D. Villasanta (the Bishop of South East Mindanao Jurisdiction). 
The introduction of all participants, guests, and local organizers and also the orientation were done after the sermon 
by first sang a song “In Jesus Names We are Brothers and Sisters.” After the orientation, the Worship Team, Officer of 
the Day Team and Documentation Team were elected from the participants. The teams would have responsibility to 
determine the persons who would lead Morning Praise, those who would become the Officer of the Day and also 
those who would make documentation/record including photos. Hymn of Solidarity was sung by participants as the 
closing of the opening ceremony. The participants were invited to unitie the ribbons and form a big circle as a symbol 
of unity. The Hymn of Solidarity was led by Bishop Modesto D. Villasanta who then closed by a prayer.

In the afternoon of July 24th, all participants and the local organizers gathered in BRCC Hall for Building Community 
activity. The goal of this activity is to give the participants opportunity to know each other well. It is considered 
important in other to build a closed and good community between participants because they will live, work, and 
discuss together for three weeks on the gender issues. Mrs. Hazel Navarra and Mrs Edna Orteza, the local organizers, 
led this activity by playing games and personal sharing. In the groups, all the participants worked and competed to 
become the winner. This activity is quiet success shown by the very active participation of all participants. 

By: Melva Barus (UEM Officer for Joint Program)

“Towards Community Women and Men”
Gender Study 2012 in Davao, Philippine

Report of Joint6 Program
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Morning Devotion was held daily by participants. The Country Report session was held on the second day where the 
participants were devided into 3 groups based on the country, Indonesia, Srilanka and Philippines and they were 
asked to share their stories about Gender Issues in their country. There are many Gender issues and  Gender Gaps 
raised and shared, like: discrimination, race, status, sex harrasment, lack of education, double duty for women.

In the afternoon, the participants had an important visit to the Moro Women Community named Khadidja. This is the 
community of Moslem indigenous people in Mindanao. Khadidja is a Moro women organization which straive for 
justice. This women community has a partnership with the United Church of Christ in the Philippine (UCCP). One of 
the women from Moro organization gave more explaination on how the organization were built up with the 
empowerment and encouragement.

On the fourth day of the workshop there is a sharing/reflection on What My Church Doing. In this session every 
participants were invited to give questions and reflection on what their church were doing regarding to gender issues. 
The resource person, Mrs. Darlene Caramanzana then asked the participants three important questions to discuss, 
what structures or programs do you have in your churches that deals or can possibly deal with gender issues and what 
are the programs that you have that directly or indirectly deal with gender issues and identify possible programs that 
men and women in  your church can jo int ly  undertake with regards to gender issues.   
The Cultural Night was designed and held on Friday evening, July 27th. A meeting room was decorated differently to 
create a sense of culture. The participants dressed up ethnically to show and introduce other participants their own 
culture on dancing, singing and their traditional clothes.  

Besides those activities, there are some other important topics which then discussed in the sessions which given by 
the knowledge and expertist resource persons. The topics are “Women and Men in Asia Context”, “Ecumenical 
Initiatives”, “Culture, Violence and Advocacy”, “Women and Men in the Bible” (Old and New Testament), “Bible 
Study”, “Feminist Theology and Pedagogy”, “Visual Art”, “Gestures and Movement” and “Performing Arts”. The 
resource persons have helped the participants to get inputs, experiences, knowledges, skills and also ideas regarding 
to how to face the gender issues.

On Sundays, the participants had Sunday Service in some local churches: Davao City UCCP (first Sunday), Matina UCCP, 
St. Cruz UCCP, Toril UCCP and La Verna UCCP (second Sunday). It was also a great opportunity for one of the 
participants, Rev. Yusuf Inaury from GKI-TP (Papua) where he was invited to give a sermon in St. Cruz UCCP. On the 
service, together with the International Group on Gender, Culture and Violence “Empowerment Women through 
Healing and Wholeness”, the Asian participants performed a song “We Shall Overcome.”  

thOn Friday, August 9 , the participants were asked to design the action plans which will be the possible action to 
implement in their churches. Cristics was also raised as an evaluation to the whole workshop. The cristics were not 
only given by the participants to the UEM and local organizers but UEM and local organizer also gave critics to the 
participants. A joint commitment called the "Davao Commitment" also produced in this workshop on the last day. The 
content of the “Davao Commitment” is:

Report of Joint6 Program
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In an effort to build a genuine community of women and men in equality, harmony, justice, and peace to establish a 
Kingdom of God on earth: We, the participants of UEM Gender Studies program focused on the theme “Towards 
the Community of Women and Men” in the Asian Region, held in Brokenshire Resource and Convention Center, 

rd thDavao City, Philippine, on July 23  to August 12 , 2012, graciously hosted by the United Church of Christ in the 
Philippine (UCCP), commit to:
1. To make gender equality to be a reality in our own homes.

2. To manifest different expressions of caring and supporting women in their aspirations.

3. To promote gender awareness and sensitivity in our church through teaching, preaching, Bible Study and the 
development of curriculum materrials on gender equality.

4. To initiate workshop, seminar or training on gender issues involving men, women, adult, youth, and children. 
5. To promote gender issues by serving as a speaker or resource person in meetings and consultation in church 

and community.
6. To involve more women to participate in decision making processes in the structure and organization of the 

church.
7. To promote gender equality in church publication.
8. To incourage networking among church people.
9. To be involved in advocacy work on gender issues and justice concern
10. To be involved in global ecumenical activities concerning the empowerment of women.

The closing ceremony was held on Friday, July 10th, started by closing worship. Melva Barus, the UEM Officer for 
Joint Program for Asia, in her words, encouraged and challeged all the participants to design a program or activity 
as the application of all the knowledge, skills and experiences they got from the worksop to their churches in the 
purpose of building the harmonious and equal community between men and women. The closing ceremony also 
attended by Bishop Modesto Vilasanta who also encoraged and challeged all the participants to do something in 
their churched for the equality gender. After giving gratitude to UCCP as the hosting church, to local organizers and 
all particiipants on behalf of UEM, Melva Barus gave certificates to all participants, facilitators and also local 
organizers. Finally, the closing ceremony was closed by singing UEM Anthem.

thOn, Saturday, August 11 , the participants also got a precious invitation from the Fil-Am Interfaith Solidarity 
Mission to attend a solidarity gathering dub as “Libulong” on August 11 as a continuity to pursue justice for Fr. Pops 
Tentorio and to put an End to Culture of Impuity in the Philippines. Fr. Pops is an Italian Priest who was shot ten 
times at close range at around 7.30 am at the garage area in the compound of Mother of Perpetual Help Parish, 

th Arakan valley, North Cotabato Province. On Sunday, August 12 , the participants departured to their places with a 
commitment to mainstream the gender issues on their church program.

DAVAO COMMITMENT
“Towards a Community of Men and Women”
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UEM Asia Regional Office will conduct Youth for Children Program on September 17 - 29 2012 
in Papua, Indonesia. This program will be attended by 15 youth from UEM member churches in 
Asia Region. The aim of this program are:

1. To understand the issues and situations of the marginalized children in Indonesia particularly 
those situated in remote communities of West Papua which are grossly neglected and 
underdeveloped.

2. To help deepen the commitment of the youth for marginalized children and develop efforts 
for overcoming  various forms of marginalization and abuse.

3. To establish and help sustain a network of 'Youth for Children' activists in the Region for 
mutual cooperation and solidarity actions.

Each UEM member church is entitled to recommend one active youth who has experience in 
working with children.  The recommended participant can be female or male, preferably who 

th thare able to follow the whole training from September 17 - 29 , 2012. For this program is an 
International Program, we advise that the recommended participant are also able to communicate 
in English. We expect to receive the name of your recommended participant not later than 

thAugust 30 , 2012.

Youth For Children 2012 in Papua, Indonesia
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Mission Spark Electronic aims to provide all UEM member churches, allied insitutions and organization with latest 
information on certain themes, programs, projects and activities pursued in the Asia Region. Therefore, to enrich the 
news of our Mission Spark Electronic, we kindly invite you, all UEM member churches, allied insitutions and 
organization, to send us news/articles on certain themes, programs, projects and activities pursued in the Asia 
Region to be published. Because Mission Spark Electronic is published in the second week every month, so we 
really hope that your writings can be sent to us at least in the third week before the publishment in the next month. For 
your good cooperation, we thank you very much. 

May our Lord be glorified by this ministry.
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